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ABSTRACT. Following the recent resurgence of interest in time and
space in the soclal and organivational sciences, (his paper examines
the significance ot time in prostitution, Prostitution provides a useful
basis for analysis, given that it is ar once similar {in its provision
of consumer services) and different (in that sexuafity is not fully
commeadificd) to other industries, Time is significant to prostiturion —
for example, the indwstry is to some extent seasonal. human sexual
activily heing known to increase during spring and summer. Using
data from studics of prostitution undertaken in various locations in
the UK, the US and Avstralia, time is addressed from the perspective
of the client and the prostitute — and we argue that time for prostitutes
and clients is experienced and constructed very differently. Time is
shown to be gendered in ways which mean thar. paradoxically, the
characteristics of time as experienced in the enceunter may be the
reverse of the participants’ gender — female prostitutes expenencing
masculine, striated time whilst ¢lients experience or pursue a more
feminine, relational time. KEYWORDS « gender » identity »
labour process « prostitution « sexuality « time

Introduction: Time and the Labour Process

Recently time and space have received renewed allention in the social and
organizational sciences — Giddens (1984, 1991} places time and space at the
centre of his sociology. particularly in relation to identity; Harvey (1990), Lash
and Urry (1994) and Nowotny (1994) see changing social conditions arising
from accelerated changes in our cxperiencing of time and space as characteriz-
ng postmodernity. a point also made by Baudrillard (for cxample. 1987) and
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Virtlio (1986). Sociological appreaches frequently include consideration of
specific organized forms of time structuring as well as its institutionalization
(see Clark, 1978; Hassard, 1990, 1991, 1994), as summarized in collections
such as Young and Schuller {1988). The processes and effects of this intensifi-
cation of management moniloring of time in the workplace have been exten-
sively explored by Donaldson (1991, 1996) and more [ocally by Sewell and
Wilkinson (1992). Organizational treatments of time usually defer to
Thompson’s (1967) classic study, mentioning the cmpirical work of Roy
{1960}, and then range widely [rom the [unctionalism of Goodman {1973) and
Butler (1993), the more phenomenological theorizing of Clark (1985, 1990}, the
resurgent but reflective Marxast empincism of Donaldson (1991, 1996) to the
postmodern analyses of Burrell (1992a, 1992b. 1997), Cooper and Law (1995)
and Helmer-Nadesan (1997). Here useful reviews include Das (1992} and
Blyion et al. {1989). More recently, gender and postmodern thought have been
brought together in the work of Game (1991) and Grosz (1995), and Collinson
and Collinson {1997) link this to the gendered nature of work time, which is also
discussed in ifs structural context by Hantrais and Letablier {1997},

This resurgence of inferest in time, the labour process and gender lcads us to
an examination of the significance of time in one conspicuously gendered form
of labour: prostitution. Qur review here employs data from accounts of prostitu-
tion in varlous locations — the UK, Australia and the US in the main' — and is
based on the premise that prostituiion provides a particularly interesting site
for analysis, given thal the sex work industry is both like and unlike other
industrics. In terms of the differences between prostitution and other industries,
it is significant that the commerce involved in prostitution is a process of
exchange in which what is being sold — the prostitute’s sexuality — is usually
associated with the non-commercial private sphere, governed as it is by values
of intimacy. love and affect (O’Connell Davidson, 1994, 1996). Prostitution,
then, by its very nature. may place a particular kind of pressure on the identities
of sex workers, because they are involved in trading something which is
generally seen not to be a commodity:

Prostitutes and chents alike are soclalized in a world where pariicular meanings
are attached to human sexuality {meanings which underpin the codes and con-
ventions governing sexual interaction). a world in which it is widely held that the
only legitimate sex 15 between people who love each other and that “money can’t
buy you love'. (O'Connell Davidson, 1984: 11)

However, [Tom the client’s perspective. it is alse important to acknowledge the.
modern commodification of pleasure and the recognition since the mid-19th
century of the right of individuals to enjoy at the very least a specific and
sectioned part of their lives in teisure, as a respite from possibly degrading and
demeaning work. Many commentators suggest that consumplion represents the
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most common use of leisure time it modern society and involves. in the para-
digm cases of malls and theme parks. the creation of spaces where we can be
entertained as we consume (Bauman, 1983: Campbell, B.. 1984; Campbell,
C.. 1989 Cross, 1993; Lash and Urry, 1994; Donaldson, 1996}, Moreover,
prostitution in many important respects is a consumer industry and a service
industry, scarcely different in its sale of sexuval services from the provision
of fast food or of cinematic entertainment.” Whether the legal [ramework
recognizes it fully or not, and notwithstanding the fact that the encounter might
often be made more exciting because it is in other ways illicit, there may there-
forc be a strong sense amongst clients that they come legitimately 1o seck
pleasure through the consumption of sexual services. Given these similarities
and differences, we now turn to examine in more detail the interplay between
time and the social practice of prostitution.

Time and Sex Work

It may scem banal to remark upon the significance of time in prostitution, given
that the prostitute’s services are usually hired by the hour, in fragments or
multiples. However. as we shall demonstrate, time plays a much deeper and
often paradoxical role in shuping the social and psychological character of
prostitation. Though organized, prostitution is highly decentralized and ranges
in the degrees of both formalization and specialization with which it is con-
ducted. Though inlensely proximal, there are clear distal effects to be observed
(Cooper and Law, 1995). The prostitute attempts to regulate the experience
for the client 10 achieve appropriate outcomes. employing both interactional
strategies and technologies to do this (evening out or ‘flattening” experience
across (ime). and this is always a partly verbal but mainly non-verbal social
negotiation between bodies. He or she has (o react and adapt to the effect of
these stratcgies on the client’s body, sometimes increasing urgency, sometimes
reducing it {see discussion of the infliction of pain by the dominatrix prostitute
in Sellers, 1992: 434, for example).

Prostitution is inimically affected by the passage of natural time in that the
busiest periods in the industry are at night. but also by cyclical time in that
human scxual activity is known to increase in spring and summer (Donaldson,
1996: 27). Female prostitutes” menstrual cycles affect both working days and
working moods as a result of PMS and menstrual svmptomatelogy, and the
encounter irself involves the acceleration and control of body rhythms (such as
the heartbeat). The work 13 also alfected by the prostituie’s life-cycle, in which
there are usually a limited number of years in which he or she can enjoy being in
great demand, and also by the life-cycles of others — most notably young
children as many prostitutes. especially female workers, are single parents
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working to support their familics. Prostitution is bounded by institutions and
regulations which are emergent over time and are frequently the subject of
political lobbying and pressure, which means that at least some of the profession
have to remain oricnted to history, to past campaigns, and to the speed of social
change.

Moreover, the acceleration of technological innovation can be seen to have
affected the time within which contemporary prostitution takes place. Whilst
prostifuiion has arguably always been a 24/7 industry (where services are pro-
vided 24 hours a day, seven days a week — Brewis et al. 1997}, innovations such
as the cellphone or the pager now mean that the prostiluie is potentially always
within easy reach of his/her clients (Ecstavasia, 1994). This. on the onc hand,
may be seen to allow the maximization of his or her camnings, as well us making
working within legislative boundaries (such as those in the UK, which make
soliciting illegal) easier, Onc could also suggest that this technology may make
street work in particular safer. as there is always a way (o call for help.
However, it also means that the divisions between work and leisurc may be
harder to draw for individual workers. Mary, a prostitute interviewed by O Neill
(1996}, sugoests that sex work generates particular difficulties in terms of
separating work from non-work. She implies that a prostitute is never strictly
speaking off duty. because everything is subsumed by the need 1o make money;
and she also suggests that a prostitute may end up working even if they are
officially “resting” because of this:

“You give everything of vour life into prostitution . . . that is all that is around you
all the time . .. on [the] street the car stops “are you doing business?” you tell them
the price . . . with a durex and you getin and go .. .7 (cited in O'Neill, 1996: 19)

Clearly, once equipped with a cellphone and/or a pager. a prostitute’s working
day/night may conceivably be endless, because they are always "available’.

Another important technological innevation, the Internet, can also be seen
to have impacted on time within prostitution. Given that the Net allows for
“virtual sex’, for intimate contact without geographical or physical proximity.
there are several interesting ramifications for the nature of the prostitute—
client encounter — not least of which is the requirement for the prostitute Lo
create (he appropriate ambience for the interaction, {o give punters ‘a good time’
— or to facilitate their giving themsclves a good time — without ever mecting
them. The challenge of managing the encounter to achicve client satisfaction
in morc conventional situations is discussed later in the paper. The Net also
permits a virtual form of commercial sex to lake place in real tme across
different time zones — and suggests interesting Hnes of enquiry in terms of the
degree ol embodiment. or the construction of the virtual body-without-organs,
experienced by both client and prostitute in the encounter itself {Deleuze and
Guattari, 1987; Ecstavasia. 19943,
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Most obviously perhaps, the encounter with the client is built around the sale
of the prostitute’s fime; this interaction is bounded by time consiraints, and a
rhythm has to be created which moves the interaction to a conclusion at the
appropriate poini. Between cncounters and across the day. however, time may
move at a different rate. Additionally, most encounters are between men
{clients) and women (prostitutes), which raises the question of whether men’s
time and women’s time are commensurable, bui also relates to how the division
between work and leisure is achieved with regard to the relative investments of
self-identity in the interaction — especially with regard to the motivations of the
male client,

However, with Bergson (1913, 1950}, Game (1991: chapter 5), and f.ash and
Urry (1994: 239) we see time, body and space as intertwined and inextricable,
and time cannot be pulled out of this interlext leaving some essence intact — that
is. people are temporal, In this regard, then, the time of the prostitute—client
encounter is also one which defines a new type of space — a space which simu-
lates personal, private. intimate space, which Deleuze and Guaitari (1987) call
smoocth space, but which is actually public, commercialized and regulated
space, or striated space. That is to say, sex work is a Hminal activity, existing, as
O’Conncll Davidson (1994: 17, also 1996: 194) puts it: ‘in a space between two
worlds; a space that is incompletely dominated by the [ree market ideology
[strialed space] and incompletely detached from pre-market values and codes
[smooth space]’. In smooth space, time flows, but in striated space it ricks, and
the artifice of the successlul sex worker is in making this ticking clock-time
seem to tlow. Moreover. one of the natural divisions which seems to separate
the types of time associated with work and leisure is that between day and night,
and there is some debate in the existing rescarch as to whether and how sex
work changes across this basic divide.

The Working Day — or Night

The rigidity of the daytime/night-time dichotomy in prostitution, in terms of
whether the way that the work is conducted varies according to time in this
regard, would appear to depend at least in part on the physical location of the
sex work. The McKeganey and Barnard (1996) study of street workers in
Glasgow showed that daytime street work teok place in a different city location
and had ro be much more low key and covert — owing to the disapproval of local
residents and efforts by the police to cut down on prostifation. Sex workers
thercfore had to dress in less provocative ways and adopt a more discreet
approach to attracting ‘trade’ during the day; whereas at night, prostitution
took place in part of the business district of the city and the sex workers could
be meore visible. both in terms of their dress and their touting for trade. This
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visibility is obviously important for both the sex warker and their potential
clients. Red light areas which tend to be more highly visible after dark may
present the sex worker with a greater degree of freedom to advertise their
‘wares®, in terms of their dress, demeanour and active promotion of services
offered; although it is interesting to note that these may be strategies which male
prostitutes find less easy o adopt. Indeed, a gay male sex worker points out that:

‘Unlike women whe work op the street, there is not a highly recognizable uniform
for the men. . . For reasons T don't completely understand, an injtial response of
indifference, which can be donc with little effort (or noise), is more effective than
trying to grab the attention {more effort and noise) of the available johns. The
faticr works for my female friend on Geary {an area of San Francisco where
female prostitutes work the streets] or for the guy down the strect selling drugs,
but it would scare away my potential johns.” (St. Bluise, 1995}

Farthermore. whether it is prostituic or client who has control over their
encounter scems to depend less on the daytime/night-time dichotomy and morc
on the ability of the sex worker 1o take charge through the issuing of clear
instructions as to place, price and type of services 1o be rendered (McKeganey
and Bamard, 1996). Linked to this is the devclopment of sclf-imposed rules
designed to protect the individual sex worker, including: ‘such measurcs [as]
avoiding certain “types” of clicnts, not working beyond certain times of night or
never going with more than ope client at a time’ {(McKeganey and Barnard,
1996: 76). These are individual, rather than inslitutional, striations of the
space of the encounter, although it is interesting to note that the strategy of not
working beyond a certain time seems to imply that darkness {an institutional
striation) is equated somchow with added danger for individual prostitutes.

On the issue of whether sex after dark is more likely to be unsafe,
EUROPAP s (1994) final report on AIDS prevention for prostitutes found that
the ability to practisc safer sex on the part of individual prostifutes was
diminished by a range of factors: demand by clients for unprotected sex; urgent
need for money; alcohol abuse; homelessness; ignorance; lack of resources: and
younger age. McKeganey and Bamard’s (1996) research, similarly, does not
suggest that “after dark” activities are less ‘enlightened’ in this sense than those
conducted during the hours of daylight. Indeed, night-time was often the only
time these workers could arrange for someone to care for their children. and
consequently be free to work. The time of the encounter therefore does not
appear o be a contributory factor as to whether ot not safe sex is practised, but
the interrelation of time and spatial location does suggest that the pressures
towards unsafe sex will differ across prostitution as an industry, tending to be
greater 4t night on the street. Furthermore, various sources, including
McKeganey and Barnard. and the Prostitutes’ Education Network in the USA,
confirm that drug users are more likely to be persuaded to engage in sex without
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a condom and to offer other unsafc sexual services which other strect workers
would not. The combined effects of substance abuse and inexperience in par-
ticular seem to be significant insofur as they reduce the ability of the sex
worker to control the time and character of the interaction. Having established
that the ability of the client to pressurize the prostitute in the ncgotiation of the
encounter has consequences for whether the cventual sex is safe, we now
exarmnine the importance of time in the encounter from the client’s perspective.

Clients’ Time — Men's Time?

Whilst we are tuily aware that male-male and male—female prostitution exists
in significant proportions, it remains true thai female—male prostitution is the
dominant transaction worldwide. The encounter. as suggesied earlicr, therefore
represents free time or leisure time for the male client, whilst it is working time
for the female prostitute. We will explore this intersection first by tooking at the
meaning of ‘male’ time, and some of the reasons why men may choose to spend
their leisure time in this way. :

As Donaldson (1991: 21-2) sees it, (radittonal patriarchal masculinity
involves self-sacrifice. The man becomes a ‘real man’ through the Family, by
sacrificing tumself through an arduous working day for their well-being.
However, this spirit of self-sacrifice can become inverted, and the {amily can
come to be seen as a millstone, As the son of a carpet-layer reported:

‘He would come home in the evening and be all tied up in self-hatred and hatred
towards us. who he saw as the reason he had to go through all this shit”
{Weissman, 1977 198, cited in Bonaldson. 1991: 22)

In other words, when bad things happen at work, you can’t just walk away if
you have a family: vou have to “cop it’. Ehrenrcich (1983: 2-3) recognizes that
the power that patriarchal capitalism produces is accompanicd by a certain level
of entrapment for men, and Barrett (1980: 2106) concurs that the role of *bread-
winner’ is not necessarily intrinsically desirable. This may be compounded by
the ‘constant humiliation . . . and the upfront aggravation’ of work, which
Donaldson {1991: 25) describes as unreal (also see Collinson, 1988). Con-
sequently. some men may regard the workplace as some Kind of bizarre game:
they are different people in the home because this is a place where a man can be
himsclf. need not be aggressive, and can be vulnerable. He can reveal his feel-
ings and his pain, in & way which he can’t to his colleaguces, or even to his male
friends. and can receive support. The home is also where sex is a resource for
the repair of male identity. As Donaldson (1991: 26) notes:

In lovemaking masculinity i3 asserted and powerfully reflected back . . . even
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when, perhaps, men may wish it wasn't . . . In sex male workers have increasingly
sought solace, release, and the assertion of power. Sex is often the only way a
man’s emotional control is shaken, where he can contact and express his deeper
feelings.

Where labour and, increasingly, management (Collinson and Cellinson, 1997)
have been degraded by capital, masculine sexualily represents an area of men’s
lives which at least is not the target of workplace discipline, although it may be
affected by work-related stress and fatigue. Sex becomes an emotional escape
from work, which is necessary to accommodate the need to return to work
{Lippert, 1977: 212; Eichenbaum and Orbach, 1984: 23; Donaldson, 1991: 26).
Men’s individuality, their self-assurance, their compelence and confidence are
what, 1t appears, wins them love in the first place, vet these are what is most
under threat in the workplace. Sex then becomes an important reassurance that
the man has the desirability to win or retain love, a significant bolster to self-
worth.

This self-worth is also fragile, and can be casily diminished by the female
partner having an affair — so the relations between men and women are more
than & matter of ‘properiy rights’. The whole psychological world of the
man can be threatened by female unfaithfulness. Importantly, his own sexual
behaviowr is irrelevant here — the man may place a great deal of psychic invest-
ment in one relationship, and vet the insecurity experienced in acknowledging
the vulnerability this entails may cause its divergence into one or a series of
shallow relationships. It is in this space that the encounter with the prostitute
may be located. The ‘secret self’ revealed in intimacy with a partner may have
become threatened, it may be unable to gain expression — so the man may seek
a simulated space, a mock intimacy, where a false simulacrum of the ‘secret
self’ can gain mock assurance. As London prostitute Charlotte says:

“The men really want to beligve that you lancy them. They love 1t when you make
4 lot of noise. They really kid themselves that vou're enjoying it.” {cited in
Salvadori, 1997: 120)

Thus the time of the encounter with a prostitute for the male client is not simply
leisure time, where the man can relax without encumbrance. It may be a variety
of things, but imported into it will be the pressures and circuimstances of the
workplace,? the dynamics and tensions of the home and, no matter how swift
and shallow the encounter, the client’s sense of masculinity and his atiempt o
locate himself within an acceptable understanding of what it means to be a man.
Some men will need a degree of intimacy from the encounter, some men will
need to feel powerful, some will need to feel wanted, attractive, sexually gifted.
Others may seek sexual ‘plug-ing’, to satisfy specific unassuaged desires within
an otherwise stable relationship pattern, or to be released from their diurnal
constraints (McKegancy and Barnard. 1996: 48-57; O’Connell Davidson,
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1996: 180, Salvadori, 1997: 120} In sum, clients seek to purchase from the sex
worker whatever is not available through their ‘naturally oceurring’ relation-
ships. The prostitute must enable clients 10 achieve this self-esteem, to fit in
with whatever ‘time of their life” they are experiencing — indecd, to give a client
‘the time of their life” is literally what the successful sex worker must do — and
yel they must also remain in control of the time of the encounter.

In this regard, then, let us look at some of the ways in which time can be
managed by the skilled and aware praclitioner.

Workers’ Time — Making Money and Playing Safe

‘I fike being a sex worker because T get paid what my time, cxperience and skill is
worth. T like that at over $130 per howr | am one of the very few women who cam
more than men. [ like that I can work when I want to — day. evening, 2 hours a day
or 12 hours a day. 1t is entirely up to me. This means that I can fit my work around
my busy schedule instead of, like most jobs, having to {it my life around my work-
ing week.” (Anonvmous. SIN Masazine)

It seems from a review of the available material that prostitutes all attempt to
manage time very carefully in their cncounters with clients, O’Connell
Davidson {1994: 10, 1996: 5-6) reports (hat the prostitute with whom she has
worked closely in her data-gathering, Desiree, can manage an encounter with an
inexperienced client so that he is with her for only 15 minutes. Considering that
she charges £60 for penetrative sex. 1t i3 clear that her conlrol of lime 15 crucial
in maximizing the money that she makes (between £800 and £1500 a week).
Even with the more expericnced (and therefore more demanding) clients,
Desiree’s sexual knowledge is such that she can ensure a rapid tumaround — for
example, she exercises her pelvic floor muscles regularly so as to enable her 1o
‘milk’ the man who penetraies her, so bringing him to orgasm much faster.
Conscquently, the £60 fee (which purportedly includes a “full personal service’
and an hour of Desiree’s time) is usnally earned in a maximum of 30 minuics,
including client massage, showering and dressing. A client wanting ‘two goes’,
having reached orgasm quickly. is charged double. As Ecstavasia notes, from
advice given by an escot, it is imperative for the prostitute 10 know exactly how
leng the encounter has been running, its immediate past and incipient (ulure,
without letting this intrude on the encounter — because time is money:

‘S0 you get in the elevator and you go on up. Before vou knock on the cliem’s
door, be sure fo check your watch, becanse it’s important to know whar time yvou
arrived — and nobody likes a clock-watcher, Incidentally, it's helpful to wear a
watch thal's easy o read in a dim light with just a glance.” (Ecstavasia, 1994;
187-8}
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Perhaps even more indicative of Desiree’s (ime management skills is her
method for dealing with time wasters (whom she calls ‘pilchards”) who siniply
derive pleasure from seeing a prostitute in the flesb — and then disappear to
masturbate without paying her anything. Desiree has instructed her receptionisis
only to give her address out when a man books a definite appointment; and
every client is charged an appeintment fee of £20 on arrival, whether he 1s
actually ‘serviced’ or mot. In cxtreme cases, Desiree will remove personal
effects from the client, telling him that she will return them to him when this [ee
is paid (QO’Connel! Davidson, 1996: 11).

However. as O’ Connell Davidson (1996: 7) alse points out, particular types
of client — such as those wanting her services as a dominatrix — exact more tor
their money from Desiree, because her cmotional labour here is far more
intense. Physical time in a domination encounter, then. is less the issuc than the
actual work performed — and the domination clicnt 1s less profitable in any sense
than the man who simply wants to penctrate Desiree or have her masturbate
him, because Desiree has to work harder for her money with the former.
Interestingly. moreover, accounts from strect prostitutes suggest that time and
place intersect so that sex bought on the street can perhaps be seen more legiti-
mately as a simple commercial transaction which Is 1o be completed as speedily
and cfficiently as possible. For O'Neill’s (1996: 23} street worker respondents.
the average time spent with a client is 7 minutes — thus these encounters repre-
sent the literal “turning’ of a “irick’. Desiree’s higher priced services, on the
other hand, must of necessity be handled with more care. Likewise, Inga, who
works in a high class Melbourne brothel. remains drug free and in control, clear
headed at all times, primarily she says because in this type of establishment
there 1s the expectation that she will make good conversation, which requires
concentration (Cockington and Marin, 1995). Here the street prostitute scores a
rare victory over the mar/woman who works from their own home — their
clients are less likely to be highly demanding or discriminating regarding the
quality of service delivery.

Careful time management, however, has other ramificalions beyond allowing
the prostitule to maximize income. As some clients discover, the prostitute
maintaining control can have an important impact on safety during the
encounter, especially in bondage and dominatuon (B&D) sessions  (see
Martine’s story in Perkins, 1994: 171, for cxample). Time management is
clearly significant in the assessment of where and when B&D clients® “hreaking
point’ — that is, when pleasure tips over into excruciating pain — is likely to
oceur, and is qualitatively different to the simple “get thern n, make them come,
get them out’ approach. or even to the ‘high class’ prostitute having to kecp a
clear head so that she can cntertain her clients with more than just sex. [n fact,
when the client moves into smooth spuce, the likelihood that the repressed body
will surge through and raprure the understanding between the prostimic and
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client in this way is increased. The ncgotiated masks of both prostitute and
client are always threatened by the presence behind them of real, passionate
bodies (Game, 1997).

Despite the mutual benefits that might arise, there is a clear tension between
the control of time from the sex worker and client perspectives. While the sex
waorker seeks 10 orchestrate the encounter, potential clients often want to feel in
control — and a key concern for many, those using street prostitutes in particular,
is the danger of being arrested by an undercover police operation (reflecting
instituticnal striations of the encounter). Clients, in a short space of time, want
1o discount the possibility of having picked up a police officer, which affects the
opening up of the interaction. Thus, in the encounter between client and prosti-
tute, the capacity te contro! time and thereby script the encounter may be some-
thing which both participants strive to achieve. Their respective abilities to
achieve dominance are mitigated to some extent by their levels of experience. [t
is clear from earlier discussion that clients seek (0 emerge front the encounter
with their sense ol themselves, their masculinity, intact, not o say bolstered.
The prostitute [aces different challenges to his/her sense of self within the inter-
action. Thus they have equal investment in the management of time both within
and outside of the encounter, which goes beyond simply maximizing income
and ensuring client safety — as the following sections will show,

Workers’ Time — Slow Time

Despite its ‘racy’ image, prostitution can be a dull and tedious occupation for
much of the time. O'Connell Davidson suggests that Desirec:

... has days when only one or two men urn up . . . A great deal of her time is
spenl sitting or pacing around in a state of restless horedom. She can chat to the
receptionist, drink cups of coffec, endlessly reapply her make up, bul she
must keep herself psychically prepared for work and cannot setile o anything
else, as a punter might knock on the door at any moment. (1994: 6)

Simiarly, Charlotte, operating out of a *working flat” in London, which is run
by a madam, says that:

" .. the majority of maids [who make bookings, iet clients in and out and take
money from them] arc casy to get along with. They need to be, since we spend
twelve hours cooped up ogether. You sit, vou chat, you drink coffee and smoke.
We chat about men, families, life in general.” {cited in Salvadori, 1597: 118)

The text of the Salvadori article is accompanied by photographs of Charlotte
slumped in a chair, hanging over a banister, lying on a couch, redoing her
makeup, writing out cards advertising her services and chatting to a friend on
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the phone — alt of which give the clear impression that she has to work to fiil
time between clients during her shifis.

Managing time as a prostitute can therefore be compared to structuring the
day in other occupations where boredom is a problem and psychological
survival is paramount (Roy, 1960; Willis, 1977; Burawoy, 1979; Colinson.
1988), For Desirec, her boredom is generated in the main by the regularity with
which the potential clients fail to turn up for appointments — but is made all the
more difficult to deal with. as O’Connell Davidson (1994, 1995, 1996) suggesls.
by unpredicrability. Desiree is never sure whether or not her clients will make
an appearance (unless they are regulars, whose custom she particularly trics to
cultivate) and so must remain on guard for their arrival. She frequently makes
appointments with scveral men for the same time of day, assumning that none or
only ope will show up at the given time. In the event that more than onc man
arrives at the same time. Desiree relies on her receptionist to offer those who
wait coffee or a video to watch, Hence her boredom assumes a particular form.
Desitce can never switch off entirely and simply daydream; her occupation falls
into that most stressful category of boring yet demanding of full attention at all
times (Thompson and McHugh, 1995).

By the same token, time spent with clients may hang heavily, especially if the
client is one that the prostitute dislikes or fears. This is particularly evident in
the details of the relationship between dominatrix prostitute Mandy Kavanagh
and Alistair, one of her regular clients:

... thme never flew when Mandy was with Alistair. Instead, the minutes between
three and four dragged, as if they made up a day rather than an hour . .. falso] the
hours preceding and following his every visit feft their own trail of slime down her
day. She had learnt the long way that this slippery feel of dirt did not become
sasier Lo bear with repetition. (McRae, 1992 13-14}

Given that the prostitule is sefling his/her sexuality, their relationship to time
within the labour process mighi be seen to stem from the fact that prostitution is
arguably more than simple sex work; that the labour ol a prostitute is qualita-
tively different from that of another worker because selling one’s sexuality is
polentially waumatic, demanding and degrading in a way that cven the most
appallingly routine and deskilled of conventional occupations could never be.
This is the argument that our sexuality forms a crucial part of our identity and,
therefore, that our sexual relations must always be non-cocreive and mutually
desiring in order for us to be contented and healthy. The individual who sells
their sexuality for money is therefore putting themselves at risk of serious sub-
jective harm — they are compromising the very core of themselves. This position
rejects the liberalist view of prostitution as sex work, as a simple sale of sexual-
ity as opposed to other dimensions of labour power, arguing that these other
forms of labour powcr are not embodied in the same way thal sexuality is:
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*selves are involved in prostitution in a different manner from the involvement
of the self in other occupations” (Pateman, 1988: 207). Paleman argucs that
prostitutes sell themselves in a very real sense’. Further, this stance on prostilu-
tion frequently emphasizes the active steps that prostitutes take to distance
themselves (/ their selves) from the work that they do; these steps, with specific
regard to the use of time, are the focus of the next section.

Workers” Time - 1dentity Time

The “distancing” in which many prostitutes engage often sfarts with time speni
on preparatory rowtines or rituals, which function as ‘markers of separation’
{(McKeganey and Bamard, 1996). These routines/rituals may include donning
clothes kept specifically for work, or siyling hair and making up in particular
ways, as well as bathing/showering before starting work. McKegancy and
Barnard {1996: 85) see these rituals as entailing: ‘the detailed preparation of
both mind and body” and go on 1o cite one of their respondents in this regard:

‘T keep ma clothes in the wardrobe, they’re for ma work and I never wear them
apart from that. Anyway 1 sit there on the sofa and basically T switch off. ¥ have ma
cup of tea before | go. T say, “Right that’s it that’s me™ [ go and phone for ma
laxi.’

Then, after work. the constructed "work persona’ needs to be dismantled and a
sioughing off of an assumed identity’ achieved, so there is usually time sct
aside for shedding of the persona and reintegration into home life, by showering
away the day or sitting quictly in a chair reflecting. The distancing process may
also affect the management of lime within the encounter: keeping encounters
with clients as short as possible so as to ensure that the encounter does not
mirror ‘real’, mutually desiring sex (the province of smooth space/personal
time} too closely. Both O'Connell Davidson and O'Neill link the management
of time to this 1ssue of control — for example. O’Neill recounts an anecdote told
to her by Mary. one of her respondents, which reveals the prostitute’s desire to
terminate the client encounter quickly for reasons of self-preservation:

*. .. one time I remember deing a double with Sam and 1 was mouthing “fucking
hurry up” [letting Sam know that she wanted the client to come] . . . she was in
hysterics . . . and then I went into my “YES ... YESS . .. YESSS” and when he
came I shoutad “ETJREKA™ . . . she nearly pissed herself with Taughter.” (cited in
Or’Ieill, 1996: 23)

This story mimrors Desiree’s stories about using particular lechnigues to get
clients to come 1o orgasm as quickly as possible ~ here Mary loudly and
dramatically fakes her own orgasm to encourage the client 1o climax. Mary’s
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success, however, also reveals the possibly tenuous nature of the prostitute’s
control over the length of an encounter — that she reduced Sam io laughter when
she ‘went into” her act demonstrates how easy it is for prostitutes to, as Goffman
(1971) puts it, ‘inake a mess of role’ in revealing to the client how disinterested
they actually are in the sex which is taking place. Inga’s account also peints to
how hard prostitutes may have to work to maintain the facade:

‘People ask if T have to pretend o enjoy having sex. You'll probably think this is
terrible, but he’s laying there and I'm laying there and I don’t let him see me
checking my walch. Because 10°s high class it would be the wrong thing to do. You
know when your fime's up. Then you get buzzed and you check your watch. But
when you're actually with a guy, you don’t constantly look at your watch. You do
it sneaky. And when you look, you constantly think “Well that’s such and such
money, that’s that paid off. Shit 1 need another two jobs and then I'm finished.
I'm out of here. I've made my money™." (cited in Cockington and Marlin, 1995:
179)

It is true that there are some crucial differences between prostitution and con-
ventional wage labour. O'Connell Davidson (1994, 1993, 1996) in particuiar
suggests that the emotional labour of a prostitute is far more intensc per se than
that required in even the most demanding of non-sexual service jobs. She also
argues that the prostitute usually works very long hours, not only to earn enough
money to make the work ‘tolerable’, but alse so as not to permit sutficient
respite from the work as to make returning te it difficult. As we have seen,
prostitutes also sell something which is not conventionally seen as a com-
modity, and thus dishonour themselves in the eyes of society — so monetary
recompense cannot actually buy an ‘escape” from this “stigma’. Furthermore,
O’Connell Davidson argues that the ‘employer’ in the prostitute—client relation-
ship is not dependent on the prostitute in the way that conventional capital is
dependent on its labour force — a client can survive without the sexual services
of a prostitute. but a prostitute cannot survive without his/her monetary largesse.
However, there is a sleight of hand here — [irstly, capilal cannot do without iis
Iabour force but it can casily dispensc with individual members of the labour
force. sometimes in large numbers. Sccondly. the client’s dependency on the
prostitute depends on (he nature of the client’s demands, the skills of the prost-
rute and the nature of competition in the sexual labour market. Desiree, Inga
(cited in Cockington and Marlin, 1995: 169-87) and Charlotte (cited in
Salvadori, 1997; 118-20) all suggest that there are some things, and some
clients. that they will not entertain — money cannot buy everylhing, even from a
prostitute (or at least, not every prostitute}. What is on sale is more than time,
and more than the body may be at stake — hence not cverything has its price.
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Political Time: What Does Prostitution Mean?

The arguments discussed above, that there are significant differences between
prostitution and other forms of wage labour, are usually raised to undermine the
arguments about the positivity of sex work, However, it is also interesting to
note that Gherardi (1995) turns the sex worker argument on its head, suggesting
that service jobs are actually much more like prostitution than the other way
around:

Sexual skills are acquired and incorporated into the organizational role, The
organization acquires command over the sexuality of its employees, within
certain imits. Women with jobs that require, implicitly or explicitly, an artractive
appearance — hostesses, saleswomen, receptionisis, secretartes — are duty-bound to
be agreeable or seductive, and must be or pretend to be ‘sexy’ in their dealings
with the public . .. Morc reeently . . . the male body 100 has been caught up in the
process . . . in the organizational demand for an “attractive appearance’ — or in the
exploitation of sexual endowments lo service a more economically independent
female clientele. or a clientele with a different, less suppressed, sexual orientation.
{Gherardi, 1995: 43}

The demands of the conventional service occupation arc presented by Gherardi
as frequently sexualized and potentially limitless — for her, women in particular
may well be forced to prostitute themselves in a very real sense in order to
satisfy their employers or clients. This reading of service occupations is a
useful one since it pushes the service worker closer to the prostitute and belies
the claim that there is any such thing as merely selling one’s disembodied
labour power in service work, be it prostitution or not. Thus it avoids the naive
liberalism of the sex worker argument without falling into the pernicious traps
laid by insisting, as Pateman (1988) does, that prostitution is always and already
more demeaning than any other occupation. This argument tends to render
prostitutes as hapless, falsely conscious victims. Furthermore, because of its
insistence that the sale of sexnal services has its roots in patriarchy, this position
cannot adequately account for men or women selling their sexuality to other
men or women, of men selling sexual services to women (see, for example,
Docherty’s story in McRae, [992; Goodley, 1994; Presiage, 1994; Browne and
Minichiello, 1993). It does, however. suggest that there is a permeability
hetween leisure time and work (ime, personal time and public time, and smooth
and striated space within prostitution — and we might employ Gherardi’s
approach 1o suggest that the same 1s true of other service occupations.
Moreover, some femninist analysts of prostitution seek to defend (he occupa-
tion — such as Perkins (1991). She claims that sex work is actually inherently
empowering for women. that female prostitution ‘is a social situation in which
women have more power over sexual interactions than in any other circum-
stance involving both sexes interacting” (Perkins, 1991: 389), Perkins explicitly
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rejects analyses like Paternan’s, which see prostitution as the epitome of female
oppression. Perkins's rescarch was bascd on a sample of scx workers in Sydney
which demonstrated them to be very similar 1o other women in more ‘normal’
occupalions, but this study has been criticized {or taking as ils sample a group of
hagher class workers and ignoring the dangers {aced by lower class workers (for
an illustration see Inga’s account in Cockington and Marlin, 1993).

Sullivan (1994: 267-8) recognizes the merits ot both sets of arguments —
those that criticize prostitution as oppressive and those which celebrate it as
ERPOWETING:

Prostitution is not inherently empowering for women but it also is not reasonable
for feminists to condemn female prostitutes or even the sex mdustry for faling 1o
deliver a killing blow to patriarchy . . . feminists need to develop accounts of
prostitution which are respectful of what prostitutes do and yet maintain a focus
on gendered structures of pewer in all work and personal relations.

On ihis basis, then. as suggested earlier. it seems reasonable to contend that
it 1s difficult to represent prostitution as either entirely like other [orms of
wage labour, or as entirely unlike other forms of wage labour. Because of the
liminality of sex work, the management of time ont the part of the prostitute is
both like and unlike the stralegics crmployed by alienated workers to allow them
to make 1t through the mundanity of the working day without too many con-
sequences for their sense of themselves. Like some afienated workers, though,
some red-collar workers spend time on the political campaigning necessary to
change the hugely variable constraints on their profession. They may also sec
their micro, everyday activities as fundamental to reshaping definitions of what
it means to work as a prostitutc. Sam and Mary, two of (3’Ncill’s respondents,
refer to at least some of their work in prostitution as feminist in that they:

.. . talked about the many different reles they play, mothers, their lives in the
black community; visiting their own familics, working class employved and
extended families: and going out with clients "dressed up to the nines’ and then
doing ‘ferninism’ by supporting other women working as prostitutes. {'Neill,
1596: 22)

(' Neill (1996: 11) also reports the activities of feminist prostitutes at the First
European Whores Congress held in 1991, Sex workers™ rights groups have
generally been growing in sirenglh in recent (imes, and there are now many
naticnal groups in the western world. Important collections of writings and
accounts by women working in the sex industry, with discussions ranging from
the emotional labour of sex work to the case for legalization and regulation,
have been produced by Delacoste and Alexander (1987) and Chapkis (1997),
which include accounts of the work of self-advocacy groups. Some of these
groups have now set up their own web sites on the Internet and actively cam-



TIME AFTER TIML 239

paign for sex worker rights, including the Sex Workers Alliance of Vancouver,
COYOTE (Call Off Your Old Tired Ethics) in San Francisco. Los Angeles and
Washington, the North American Task Force on Prostitution and PONY (Prosti-
tutes of New York). There are similar alliances in Europe, Austratia and in other
parts of the world. Much of this campaigning centres on the claim that prostitu-
tion should be properly recognized as a legitimate form of labour, fully
legalized, and fully protected as a consequence. Sura, cited by Webb and Elms
(1994; 273), for example. says that:

‘If a guy mukes them [prostitutes] do it — that’s rape. Stop, you have had your
time. your timc i% up, and if they don’t stop — that’s rape. If I say “no™ and you
don’t do what 1 say — that's rape. I'm not afraid to put you up [report the incident
to the police]. Whether you’te a worker or not, whether it's an older worker or a
new one, you have the tight to go to the pelice. just like any other male or lemale
in this world whether you arc a prostitute or not. {t’s nat tair the way a lot of girls
get treuted like dirt. They get pushed over, They are not there to be uscd and
abused. They are there © do a job. A 1ot of the girls just let themselves get used
and abused — half the time because they have ne control over it any more.”

Prostitutes then may seek not only to mapage time as part of maximizing their
income whilst preserving their sense of sclf, as well as ensuring safety and
enjoyment for their clients — they also use time outside and inside their working
lives to attempt to change those perceptions of their labour which create their
liminal status.

Conclusion

From our review of data from studies of sex work in differcnt locations, it seems
reasonable 1o suggest that clients’ time is often different from prostitutes’ tine.
Clients scek sexual satisfaction from their encounters with prostitutes, us
arguably mediated by the understanding that they have the ‘right’ to pursue
pleasure and fulfilment in their free time. However, as we have also suggesied,
given that clients are predominantly male, there 1s morc 10 the encounter for the
clicnt than a simple consumerist fix. akin to buying a fast food burger or watch-
ing a film at their local cineplex; they often seek., through their interactions with
prostitutes, a certain bolstering of their masculinity, a confirmation that they are
male in every important respect. Where both work and home life present
challenges for the man concerned to preserve his sense of himself as male, the
encounter with the prostitute can provide an opportunily to consolidate his
masculine ideniity through a simulation of affection and sexual desire from the
prostitute. The client then may seek (a convincing simulation of) smooth,
intimate, affective space, in which the way that time is managed is governed
onfy by mutual desire and enjoyment (Deleuze and Guattari, 1987).






